THETEN COMMANDMENTS

And God spoke al these words, saying, | am
the Lord your God...

| You shall have no other gods before Me
[I' You shall not make for yourself a carved image
[11' You shall not take the name of the Lord your
Godinvain
IV Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy
V' Honor your father and your mother
VI You shal not murder
VII You shall not commit adultery
VII1 You shall not steal
IX You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbor
X You shall not covet

-taken from Exodus 20:1-17

1



THE LAWLESS

God has set for us a standard to use as a gauge
for our lives. Thisholy standard for conduct isfound
in the Bible. God has made His standard clear to us,
thisstandard isreferred to throughout the Bible asthe
“law”. God has given usthe law with agoal in mind.
We need to talk about that goal asHisultimate purpose
in giving the law.

Remember how God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments’ on Mt. Sinai? Those Ten
Commandments (or literaly “Ten Words”) were
given by God as a summary of His law. The stone
tabletsthat M oses brought down from the mountaintop
werethemora lawswhichwereto be strictly obeyed.
They were absolute, unchangeable. Later, Jesus
summarized the Ten Commandments even further in
answer to aquestion asked of Him by alawyer. Jesus
sad, You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with al your soul, and with al your mind. This

isthe first and great commandment.
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Andthe secondislikeit. You shall loveyour neighbor
as yourself.”? Jesus more fully explained what it
meant to truly obey the law. He declared that anger
toward a brother without cause was the same as
murder. He declared that lust was the same as
committing adultery.2God desiresnot just an outward
obedienceto Hislaw, but aninward, heart obedience.
Paul also explained theimplications of true obedience
to God's law when he said, “I would not have known
sinexcept through thelaw. For | would not haveknown
covetousness unless the law had said “You shall not
covet.” "4 Coveting- desiring the possessions of others,
IS a heart matter.

Keeping the law, asthe Bible makes clear, is
no easy matter. Infact, it isimpossible to keep God's
perfect standard. We are told “al have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God.”®> John helps us
understand sin. Hewrites, “Whoever commitssin also
commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.”®. The
definition of sin is lawlessness. We have all sinned;
we have all broken the law of God. We have not been
ableto keep the perfect standard that God has set and
commands us to keep!



It getsworse. We are cursed by the law.” We
arecondemned by thelaw. The Bibletellsus, in many
places, that we are “under the law” as sinners.

It gets even worse. No one can be justified
(or made right before God) by his or her own
goodness.2 We are not good. Paul tells us that we are
“dead in trespasses and sins.”® Jesus reminded arich
man, who thought he had kept the law perfectly, that
no one is good.* We are told by the Bible that “our
righteousness is as filthy rags.”**

When we measure ourselves against God's
standard we are condemned! The law condemns us.
God will judge usaccording to Hislaw. Hewill useit
to deliver usinto eternal punishment.? Thisis hell.

“Wait aminute,” you say, “I’m not that bad!
I"ve never killed anyone; I’ ve never robbed a bank;
I"'m not a drug addict. Surely God wouldn't punish
me. Compared to other people, I'm not that bad!”
Therearelistsgiveninthe Bible of thekinds of people
who will be condemned under the law. Those who
are wicked and unrighteous definitely include
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the murderers, adulterers, drunkards, homosexuals,
and thieves. Also we find in these same lists people
condemned under thelaw who are covetous, envious,
proud, boasters, and disobedient to parents! ** Wefind
those condemned who have selfish ambitionsand are
jeal ous!** We find those condemned who are gossips
and busybodies™ and those who areliars! % If you've
violated thelaw at any point you are condemned by it
before God.'” We are not to compare ourselves to
others, but to the law of God!

This means that God has set for us a perfect
standard and commanded us to keep it, but no one
can! This means that God has set for us a standard
that Hewill useto judge us as unworthy and condemn
us to hell. You might respond, “That’s not fair!”
Reading again in Scripture we learn exactly the
opposite. Paul tellsusthat thelaw isgood.*® Not only
isthe law good, but Paul saysit isjust.” You might
ask in astonishment, “How can the law be good for
me ? How doesit help me 7’ Paul tells usthat the law
hasahigh purpose. Herefersto thelaw as*” our tutor”
(our schoolmaster).?° In other words, the purpose of
the law of God is to teach us. What does it teach? It
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teaches us of our base sinfulness, it teaches us of our
unworthiness, it teaches us of our utter hopel essness
and ultimate condemnation. The law drives usto our
knees; it causes usto beg God for mercy; it causes us
to cry out for forgiveness. It causes us to understand
that we are not good within ourselves and we need to
urgently seek someone or something outside of
ourselves.

THE LORD

Now that we know who we are and recognize
our need- God has prepared the way for us to be
brought out from under the curse of the law. God's
planisclearly revededin the Bible. The story istold
of Jesus' lifeinthe Gospelsby Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John. Jesuswas born. The very Son of God came
to live as aman on Earth. Jesus was born “under the
law” # and lived for somethirty-threeyears. The Bible
tells us that He was “without sin.”? Jesus perfectly
obeyed the law Hisentirelife. Christ did for uswhat
we could not do for ourselves. He perfectly obeyed
the law of God for us.
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Jesus stood before the Sanhedrin and declared
Himself to be the Son of God. This was a religious
court of law. He was accused of blasphemy (an
unpardonable violation of the law) and condemned
by the religious leaders, to death. Jesus stood trial
again before Pontius Pilate, a government official.
Jesus was now accused of sedition- one who openly
rebelled against the Roman government and sought
to lead the people in rebellion. Pilate succumbed to
the wishes of the people and turned Jesus over to
soldiers who would have him put to death.
Nevertheless, Pilate declared that he could find no
fault in Him.2

Jesus, who had perfectly obeyed thelaw, wasnow
prepared to die on the cross by crucifixion- a perfect
sacrifice for our sins. Jesus was truly a sacrifice
without “spot or blemish” before the law.?

For hundreds of yearsthe Jews had been offering
lambs as sacrificesto God every day inthetemple. A
lamb “without blemish” wasoffered onthe dtar every
morning and every evening by the priests for the
nation.? This was commanded by God at Mt. Sinai
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when the law was given to Moses.?” The complete
law givento Mosesrequired the peopleto also bring
lambsfor individua sins (seethe books of Exodus,
L eviticus, and Numbers). Also, a theannual Feast of
Passover, each household wasto prepareand enjoy a
specia meal. This celebration centered around the
killing and preparation of alamb “without blemish”
for thedinner.?® These animal sacrificesarereferred
to as that part of the law known as the ceremonial
law.

When Jesus began his public ministry at thirty
yearsof age, John saw Jesus coming toward him as
hewas preaching in the wilderness. When John saw
Jesusheboldly declared, “ Behold! TheLamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!”# It is clear
that thelambsbeing killed and sacrificed daily by the
Jews were to foreshadow (or picture for us) the
coming of the Lamb of God who would make the
ultimate sacrifice of Himself.* Under the law, the
final sacrifice has been made® in that Jesus Christ
died on the cross-aperfect sacrificefor our sins. He
has taken our place to suffer the punishment we
deserve.
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Three days later, He rose from the grave.® His
body came back to life® after having been killed by
“lawless’ men.®* Jesus had victory over death and,
now the question is asked, “Oh Death, whereis your
sting?’'3S Jesus, after he rose from the grave, was
seen by hundreds of people.® After showing Himself
as proof that He had returned from the dead, He
ascended into heaven.®” Jesus Christ now sits ruling
and reigning from His throne as King over al the
creation for all eternity.® Christ continuesto work on
our behalf today by making constant intercession
(prayer) for His people to the Father.®

THELOVE

Now God's planisfully reveaed. He has “made
knownto usthe mystery of Hiswill, according to His
good pleasure which He purposed in Himself.”# The
revelation of God's plan- “to gather together in one
al thingsin Chrigt, bothwhicharein heavenandwhich
areon earth”*! is accessible to all who would receive
Jesus as Lord and Saviour.



In summary, wenow review Hisplan of salvation
for us. God gave the moral law- His perfect standard
to Moses on Mt. Sinai. God commanded the law be
kept. No one can obey the law of God because we
are sinners. The law curses and condemns us and
will be used by God to judge us ... but, the law is
good. It revealsto us our sinfulness and drives us to
Christ. We recognize our need for forgiveness and
for Christ, because He has donefor uswhat we cannot
possibly do for ourselves. He perfectly obeyed the
law for us. Hedied onthecrossin our placereceiving
the penalty of our sinsunder the law. He rose bodily
fromthe dead to conquer death for us. Christ personally
gitsin heaven reigning as King and praying for His
people. And He will come again!“2

Thisis God's plan. It isal of God and none of
ourselves! It is aplan that the Father has chosen for
us® and a plan that we could not even know except
the Father had chosen to reved it to us. In His great
love and His great mercy He offers us a way to
receive forgiveness for our lawlessness. We can take
no credit nor boast in ourselves. The plan of salvation
Isgiven asaundeserved gift* to arebelliousand sinful
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people from a holy God. To accept what Christ has
done for us, we are not arrogant and proud. We are
cast down by our sinfulnessand humbled by Hislove.

Theloveof God isspoken of throughout the Bible.
It is supreme love- love beyond what we could ever
give or experience apart from Christ. The Bible says,
“Godislove.”*Wethink welove. Welove our Mother
or wife or child, but the love of God is deeper than
anything ever imagined or experienced.* This love
even amazes the angels of heaven, for whom Christ
did not die!” It is this love manifested by Christ that
stirstheinspired hosts of heavento sing praisestothe
Lord day and night without ceasing!“ A Roman soldier
who was responsible to oversee the crucifixion and
stood at the foot of the cross, watched Jesus die. The
man could not help but cry out, “Truly this man was
the Son of God!”* The world had never seen such
love and never knew redl love before Christ laid down
His life.

THELIFE

Now that you understand who you are- a hope-
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less, helpless sinner, and who Christ is- the Saviour
of the world, you should urgently fall to your knees
and cry out to Him for mercy. You must put your trust
and faith in the finished work of Christ alone. You do
not deserveforgiveness, you cannot merit forgiveness,
you cannot earn forgiveness; itisapricelessgift. This
Is God's plan for you and the only way to receive
pardon for your sins. Have you experienced the love
of God today? If not, thereis no time to delay!

Once you have been made spiritually aive in
Christ, having received the love and forgiveness of
our Saviour, you have become as a new creation.>
You are a different person. You are no longer
characterized by sin. Infact, it iswas not uncommon
for people in the Bible to change their names once
they becamebelieversto show they were new persons.
Saul became Paul, Abram became Abraham, Sarai
became Sarah, and Jesus Himself changed Simon’s
name to Peter. As a Christian you are a new person.
Your interests, desires, and motivations change. You
have committed yourself to wholly serve Christ.*
Jesusisyour Lord.% You are newly created for good
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works for Christ.” God aready has a plan for your
life, too. He has determined adistinct calling for each
of Hischildren. You are not to come up with aplan of
your own making, no matter how worthy it may be,
and then ask God to bless it. You must prayerfully
seek to know the plan God has ordained for you
aready. He has work for you to do for Him.

Now that you areanew person, you haveanew family.
You have brothers and sisters in Christ. Your
relationships with fellow Christians are sacred,
precious, sweet, beautiful relationships which are to
be guarded and enjoyed.>* These are the most
important relations you have on Earth, because they
are set apart by God Himself for you! It's His plan
again. Wearethuscalledto alifestyle of prayer, Bible
study, obedience, and service. We are called to
assemble ourselvestogether with other believers. We
are called to pray for one another, love one another,
and exhort one another.% We are to teach one another
and protect one another from falling back into sin.%®
If welove God we must love our brothers and sisters
in Christ. God commands us to love Jesus and our
brothers and sisters.>” Thisisthe law for believers.
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Asacaution, we must hasten to add that the
freedom, now received in Christ from the curse
and penalty of the law, doesnot giveusalicense
tosin. We, as Christians, arenot “under thelaw”
but we are not to be lawless.’®® We are
commanded to obey the law of God which we
now understand, as those who have been made
spiritually alive, “is to believe on the name of
His Son Jesus Christ and love one another.”*®
This is a Christian summary of the law. When
we love God and love others, then we do not
desire to sin. The desire to keep His
commandments is proof of true conversion.®
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EXPLANATION
The purpose of thisbookletistwo-fold. Thefirstisto
present the gospel in terms of the biblical use of the
law. The gospel is about Jesus Christ and what He
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has done for His people through Hisdeath (asa*“ perfect”
sacrifice), Hisburid, and Hisbodily resurrection. Thelaw points
usto Chrigt by exposing humanguilt andthesinfulnessinevery
person.

The second purpose isto develop from Scripture the
importanceof theLaw of Godinthelifeof aChristian. Weare
not maderight before God by obeying aset of rules, but if we
professChrigt asLord and Saviour, wewill desireto honor His
commandmentsin obedience. If youloveGod youwill want to
obey God.

Thedory of therichyoungrulerisgiveninMark 10; 17-22.
Thisweslthy man asked Jesus, “ Good Teacher, what shdll | do
that | may inherit eternd life?” (verse 17) Jesusreferred himto
the Ten Commandmentsasaperfect standard of conduct. Not
recognizing hissin, therichrider declared, “ Teacher, dl these
things| havekept frommy youth.” (verse20) Jesusthentold
himplainly. “ Onething youlack: Goyour way, sell whatever
you haveand giveto the poor, and you will havetreasurein
heaven, and come, takeupthecross andfollow me” (verse21)
Therich manwasnot willing to make suchacommitment to
Chrigt and“went hisway sorrowful for hehad great possessons’
(vere22). Jesuswasnot calingthisrichyoungruler toperform
goodworks, by adingthepoor, togaineternd life. Hewasusng
the Ten Commandmentsto show theman hissin. Thisvery
wedl thy man, who declared he’ d kept dl the commandments,
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had broken thevery first one- “ You shall haveno other gods
beforeMe.” Money washisgod, wedthwasmoreimportant to
himthan God.

Someliketoemphasize, “Wearenolonger under law, we
arenow under grace.” Inarea sensethisistrue. AsChrigtians,
wearenot condemned by theLaw sowearenot “under law™” .
Thegrace of God, through Jesus Chrigt, shieldsusfromthe
pendlty of our Snswhenwerepent. At thesametimetheLawis
very importantinaChrigtian'slife. Infact, strivingand desiring
to keep thecommandmentsof Godisaproof thet salvation has
comeintoon€'slife. Jesussaid clearly, “If youloveMe, keep
My Commandments.” (John 14:15-1). Johnwrites: “Now by
thisweknow that weknow Him, if wekeep Hiscommandments
He who says, ‘I know Him,” and does not keep His
commandments, isaliar, and thetruthisnotinhim.” (I John
23

Wearenot saved by keeping theperfect Law of God (which
issummarizedinthe Ten Commandments). Itisimpossblefor
ustoflawlesdy obey themanyway. Further, wearenot saved by
our goodworks, itisnot asif wecan do moregood thingsthan
bad and beacceptableto God. (see Ephesians2:8-9) Sdvation
isreceived by putting our trust in Jesus Christ alone, who did
perfectly obey the Law for us. Oncewe are saved, through
repentanceand accepting what Christ Jesushasaccomplished,
weare called to obedience and holinessand good works, (see
Ephesians2: 10)
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Hebrews 8:8-12

8 Becausefindingfault withthem, Hesays"“Beholdthe
daysarecoming, saystheL ord, when | will makeanew covenant
withthehouse of Isradl and with thehouse of Judah—

9 “notaccording tothecovenant that | madewiththeir
fathersintheday when | took them by thehandtolead them out
of theland of Egypt; becausethey did not continuein My
covenant, and | disregarded them, saystheLord.

10 *“Forthisisthe covenant that | will makewiththe
houseof |5adl after thosedays, saystheLord: [ will put my laws
intheir mind and writethem ontheir hearts; and | will betheir
God, and they shdl beMy people.

11 “Noneof themshal teach hisneighbor, and nonehis
brother, saying, ‘Know theLord,’ for al shal know Me, from
theleast of themto thegreatest of them.

12 “Forl will bemerciful totheir unrighteousness, and
their snsandtheir lawlessdeeds| will remember nomore.”
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